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2015/16 HAs bEEN ANOTHER sUCCEssfUl 
yEAR fOR CENTRAl COllEGE 
NOTTINGHAm. 

Why? Well we celebrated our third birthday 
back in December and earlier this year 
Ofsted confirmed we’re officially a “Good” 
college during an inspection visit, we 
launched a student photography agency and 
we teamed up with Notts County ladies fC 
to set up an academy for talented female 
footballers.

Our links with Nottingham’s industry 
have strengthened with a 20% increase 
in apprenticeship-starts compared to last 
year.  We continue to run successful work 
experience programmes, so students get 
a real flavour of what to expect after their 
course, and some students perform so well 
they get offered permanent employment!

Outside the classroom we’ve had some 
successful students at the young Creative 
Awards, a childcare student was the only 
student in the region to win an Association 
of College’s national award and our hair 
salon has been shortlisted for local salon of 
the year! Plus we’ve once again been named 
Nottingham’s sportiest College and one 
former sport student signed a professional 
football contract!

And who could forget the sell-out secret 
gig with Capital fm and The Vamps back 
in October? Oh, and did we mention we’re 
officially the No.1 college for student 
satisfaction in Nottingham?

We hope you’ll take a moment to read about 
some of our successes in this edition of 
Connect and we look forward to welcoming 
you in september.

Why 
Choose 
Central?

• What makes us different to 
school is our approach to 
learning. students get a lot of 
practical, hands-on experience 
as well as classroom-based 
lessons.

• Our courses are very careers-
focused  which is invaluable 
when it comes to applying for a 
job.

• students get the chance to go on 
trips in the UK and sometimes 
even abroad as part of their 
course. There are also loads of 
College-wide projects, events 
and clubs to be part of. many of 
our students have told us these 
opportunities have been ‘life-
changing’ for them.

• We have great links with 
employers who get involved in 
our courses and this can lead to 
job opportunities. 

• many of our tutors have worked 
in the industry in which they 
teach, so they can apply what 
students are learning to real 
workplace situations.

• We have a large team of student 
support workers who are on 
hand to help students with any 
issues they have while at College.

• We offer courses from Entry 
level to level 5 so students can 
continue to study with us up to 
higher education level and then 
top up to a degree at university 
(our HE fees are around £3000 a 
year less than most universities).

For more information on our 
courses, student support,  
bursaries and grants, how to apply 
or any other queries, our friendly 
advisers will be happy to help on 
0115 914 6414.

reasons our students 
think you should join 
Central College

nuMBer 1
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CREATIVE sTUDENTs fROm CENTRAl 
WERE HONOURED AT THE yOUNG 
CREATIVE AWARDs IN mAy As sTUDENTs 
WERE NAmED WINNERs IN 5 CATEGORIEs 
WITH A fURTHER 7 RECEIVING HIGHly 
COmmENDED AWARDs.

Hundreds of people attended the awards, 
which aim to give people aged 13 to 24 who 
live, study or work in Nottingham the chance 
to show off their creative work, network with 
future employers and gain valuable industry 
experience and mentoring.

A record 350 young creatives submitted their 
work in 10 different categories this year to 
meet the 2016 theme of ‘Goals and Dreams’.

Nigel Cooke, Chair of the young Creative 
Awards, said: “The awards are all about 
inspiring, supporting and encouraging 
creativity in the young people of Nottingham. 
These awards are becoming one of the most 
exciting events in Nottingham’s creative 
calendar.

“Every year I am impressed by the creativity, 
talent and professionalism of our young 
people here in Nottingham. We are proud to 
shine a light on their imagination, skill and 
dedication.”

All of this year’s winners in each category 
received a cash prize of £100 and there will 
also be opportunities for mentoring, support 
or work experience from local creative 
businesses. 

sTUDENTs WITH lEARNING DIffICUlTIEs 
AND/OR DIsAbIlITIEs AT THE COllEGE’s 
sTAPlEfORD CENTRE WERE AblE TO 
mAKE THE mOsT Of THE sUmmER AfTER 
A GROUP Of lOCAl VOlUNTEERs GAVE 
THEIR GARDEN A ‘GROUND fORCE’ sTylE 
mAKEOVER.  

Over the years the Horizons students’ 
needs have changed and the garden wasn’t 
completely wheelchair-accessible, so 
students couldn’t make full use of it. Central 
staff were keen to give it a makeover, but it 
was a large project and they realised they 
would need some outside expertise and 
assistance. Interserve, who run the facilities 
management at boots HQ in beeston, 
became aware of the issue and their staff 
decided to step in to help.  

Around 30 staff worked together to 
create paths that are wheelchair-friendly, 
replanted the borders, put in a huge fish 

pond and painted all of the woodwork in the 
garden to give it a fresh new look.

Horizons student Gareth Potter said: “I did 
a lot of work on the project, measuring and 
planning the garden. I really like the fish in 
the pond.”

fellow student Imogen Gordon said: “The 
garden looks ‘fantabulosis’! It looked messy 
before and now people can actually sit and 
relax in the garden.”

Central College Curriculum manager, 
mark Johnson said: “What a fantastic 
transformation! We now have a totally 
accessible and manageable garden for all 
our Horizons learners to enjoy and which 
will benefit their experiences and learning. 
I would like to say many thanks on behalf 
of all my colleagues and students to all the 
volunteers, Interserve and suppliers who 
have worked tirelessly through all weathers 
and given so much time and effort.”

AN APPlIED sCIENCE 
APPRENTICE fROm 
THE COllEGE 
HAs fEATURED 
IN A NATIONAl 
APPRENTICEsHIP 
ADVERTIsING 
CAmPAIGN.

lucy Hignett is a level 3 Applied science 
apprentice and currently works as an 
Advanced laboratory Technician at boots. 
boots UK works closely with Central as 
part of its stepIn2boots apprenticeship 
programme, which supports young people 
aged 16 – 18 into a career in science, IT or 
Engineering.

lucy appears in a video as part of the “Get 
In Go far” campaign to encourage more 
people to take up an apprenticeship.

lucy started her apprenticeship in 
september 2014 after leaving school. she 
chose the apprenticeship route because it 
allowed her to continue with her education 
as well as gaining valuable skills in the 
workplace. she hopes to continue to study 
to degree level once she has completed 
her apprenticeship.

lucy is actively involved in promoting 
the apprenticeship scheme within boots 
and has given a presentation to board 
members and managers of Walgreens 
boots Alliance, on the benefits of the 
apprenticeship scheme.

“being able to take my theory based 
learning and apply it in the workplace 
within my day to day job has been one 
of the key benefits. Combining work 
and study at college can at times be 

challenging especially when deadlines 
need to be met within the workplace. 
However, organising my time effectively 
does help. my employer is really supportive 
if I have College work that needs to be 
completed by set dates; I can arrange my 
hours around the demands of work which 
gives a little more flexibility.” 
lUCy HIGNETT, lEVEl 3 APPlIED 
sCIENCE APPRENTICE

“As a global health and beauty retailer, 
boots UK has the advanced technology and 
resources to really benefit our apprentices. 
Also, their commitment to training and 
development helps ensure that these 
young people have a bright future ahead of 
them.” 
bRENDAN COUlsON, HEAD Of 
EmPlOyER ENGAGEmENT AND CHOICEs 
AT CENTRAl
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Jake monger worked 
his way up from a 
level 1 Computing 
course right through 
to a university-level 
Higher National 
Diploma at Central. 
He was named HE 
student of the year 
at the College’s 
annual awards 

ceremony and HE graduation back in 
October and he’s now at university! 

Jake said: “I started on the level 1 course, 
and the College helped me improve 
my English and maths. College was a 
completely different experience to school – 
in a good way! It was hard work at first but 
the tutors really helped me improve. In fact, 
they seemed to go out of their way to help. 

“I’m now at De montfort University in 
leicester doing a bsc in Computing. The 
HND at Central definitely helped me get 
onto the final year of a degree. The modules 
at Central were very relevant to what I’m 
now doing at university.

“Also, don’t worry if you don’t get all the 
grades you wanted at school. Central can 
work with you to find a suitable course!”

CoMPuting 
suCCess for jake

it’s not too late to aPPly for sePteMBer
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We’re no.1 
for sPort
CENTRAl COllEGE NOTTINGHAm 
HAs RETAINED ITs POsITION As 
‘NOTTINGHAm’s sPORTIEsT COllEGE’ 
by WINNING THE fE GAmEs. 

The games were held at Nottingham 
Trent University with Central competing 
against ncn, North Notts, West Notts 
and Newark & lincoln Colleges.

Colleges competed in a number of 
games including male and female 
football, basketball, cricket, table-
tennis, badminton, inclusive multi-
sport, touch rugby, indoor rowing and 
tug of war.

The College was represented by 
students from a range of courses 
including sport, Public services, 
Engineering, science, GCsEs, 
Photography, Horizons and Travel and 
Tourism.

The final placings came down to the 
last event, the tug of war - and Central 
came third - enough to win the fE 
Games again by a single point! 

“I’d always been interested 
in cars and thought that I 
might be able to make a job 
out of it. A friend had told 
me that Central’s facilities 
were some of the best in 
the country, so I applied 
and got onto a level 1 
Automotive course.

“I have learnt a huge 
amount since I’ve been 
at Central - they cater for 

everybody, no matter what 
your learning style is.

“We’ve got a workshop with 
lifts and different cars, so 
you’ll get to work on them. 
I went on to level 2 and 3 
courses and was then going 
to go and get a job. but then 
I decided to stay on for a 
level 4 Automotive course 
to give me the edge!”

OUR HAIRDREssING sAlON, sAlON 
CENTRAl, ON WHEElER GATE IN 
NOTTINGHAm CITy CENTRE HAs bEEN 
NAmED A fINAlIsT IN THE “bEsT 
lOCAl sAlON” CATEGORy Of NATIONAl 
HAIRDREssING COmPETITION –  
THE mOsT WANTED AWARDs. IT Is THE 
sECOND sUCCEssIVE yEAR THE sAlON 
HAs bEEN sHORTlIsTED, lAsT yEAR IT 
mADE THE fINAl Of THE “INNOVATION” 
CATEGORy.

salon Central opened in september 
2014 alongside several other national 
hairdressing chains. It is spread over three 
floors with 40 styling units, 16 nail units 
and 17 beauty beds as well as teaching 
spaces and staff and theory facilities with 
approximately 50 students working there at 
any one time.  Over the last two years it has 
built up a loyal client base with more than 
1000 regular customers.

The most Wanted Grand final takes place on 
monday 5 september in london and will be 
hosted by comedian Rob beckett. Presented 
by leading industry magazine Creative 
HEAD, the most Wanted Awards comprise 
12 different categories, each recognising 
excellence across a multitude of disciplines, 
from business acumen and customer 
service to creative skill and technical ability.    

Head of Hairdressing at the College, Alison 
Asbury, said: “Colleges don’t tend to get 
shortlisted in industry awards very often 
so to be shortlisted in 2015 and 2016 is a 
fantastic achievement. As well as providing 
a top training facility, the salon is having 
a positive impact on student recruitment 
for our courses with a huge increase in 
applications for september.”

College salon reaches final of 
Prestigious national aWards

sPORTs NEWs

in the sPotlight - mICHAEl sAUNDERs, AUTOmOTIVE

is your Best 
yet to CoMe?
If you want to land that dream job, take a step up the career 
ladder or even change your career completely then a course 
at Central could help you get there. 

did you 
knoW?

If you are aged 19+ 
there may be funding  

available to 
help youFor more information about courses visit: 

centralnottingham.ac.uk/courses


