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 Basic Course Information 

 
1 Awarding Institution 

 
Nottingham Trent University 

2 Faculty/Campus 
 

Creative Arts/City Campus 

3 Final Award 
 
Course Title  
 
Modes of Study 
 

Foundation Degree in Arts in Journalism 
 
FdA Journalism 
 
Full-time; Part-time 

4 Normal Duration  
 

Full-time: 2 years; Part-time: 3 years 

5 UCAS code 
 

Institution Code: N30 
Course Code: P500 
Short form of course: FdA/J 
Campus Code: C 
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6 Overview and general educational aims of the course 
 
The FdA Journalism course has been designed to provide you with opportunities to 
engage in work-related learning that will explore a variety of vocations within the 
fields of Journalism and related industries. 
 
You will work from a range of briefs set by both staff and industry partners, which 
will prepare you for working in the journalism sector. Assignments will cover factual 
content production for journalistic output across a range of convergent media 
formats, including audio, video, print, photography and online; culminating in your 
own final major project at the end of year 2. 
 
During the course you will gain confidence as an industry professional, work with 
increasing autonomy and independence, and gain an insight into journalism and 
media cultures. 
 
The course also provides excellent opportunities to study at a higher level.  A 
specific pathway toward gaining a full undergraduate accreditation is the BA (Hons) 
Digital Media Design course at ncn.  Discussions are currently underway with 
Nottingham Trent University to write additional top-up pathways for the course. 
 
To summarise, the FdA Journalism is designed to meet the following aims: 
 
 To provide you with opportunities to examine areas of the industry in which 

your interests and future aspirations lie, and to enable you to work toward 
professional standards as defined by experts from the industry and the 
Sector Skills Training Council, Skillset 

 
 To give you an overview of journalism within the media industries and 

provide the underpinning knowledge necessary to operate effectively as a 
skilled innovative practitioner 

 
 To work with the support of professional institutions within the industry, 

investing in a capable and creative future workforce 
 
 To enhance your understanding of the importance of the journalism sector 

and enable you to gain effective multi-tasking skills desired by employers 
 
 To integrate specific knowledge and skills into a coherent whole, which will 

encourage you to develop your interpersonal and time-management skills 
 
 To develop your recognition, appreciation and commitment to lifelong 

learning 
 
 To develop your understanding of the role and standing of journalists in the 

wider environmental, economic, political, social and technological context. 
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7 Course Outcomes 
 
Course outcomes describe what you should know and be able to do by the end of 
your course if you take advantage of the opportunities for learning that we provide. 
 
All of the following Course Outcomes have been developed in line with the QAA’s 
Foundation Degree Characteristics Statement (A) and the Benchmark Statement 
for Communication, Media, Film and Cultural Studies (B). 
 
Knowledge and understanding.  By the end of the course you should be able to: 
 

 Demonstrate knowledge and critical understanding of well-established 
principles in journalism and understand the way in which those principles 
have developed within media cultures (A 4.10) (B 4.2.ii, iii, v, vi, vii, viii); 

 
 Develop expertise relevant to the workplace as a range of knowledge and 

skills learnt throughout the course (A 4.16) (B 4.4.v);   
 

 Apply underlying journalism concepts and principles outside the context in 
which they were first studied, and the application of those principles in a 
work context (A 4.11) (B4.3.i,ii, iv: 4.4, I, iv, v, vi, viii, x); 

 
 Evaluate critically the appropriateness of different approaches to solving 

problems in Journalism and apply these in a work context using the main 
methods of enquiry in your subject(s) (A 4.13) (B 4.2, vi, vii: 4.3, ii, iii, iv, 
vii, ix); 

 
 Explore the limits of your knowledge, and how this influences analyses and 

interpretations based on that knowledge of Journalism (A 4.14) (B 4.2, I, ii, 
iii, iv, v, viii, ix, xi: 4.3, I, v, vi 4.4, ii, iii, vii, ix: 4.6, I, ii, iii, iv, v). 

 
Skills, qualities and attributes.  By the end of the course you should be able to: 
 

 Use a range of established research techniques to initiate and undertake 
critical analysis of information, and to propose innovative solutions to 
problems arising from that analysis of Journalism (A 4.16) (B 5.2, i, iv, v, vi: 
5.3, i-viii: 5.6, ii, iii, iv, v); 

 
 Effectively communicate information, arguments, and analysis, in a variety 

of creative forms, to specialist and non-specialist audiences, and deploy key 
broadcast techniques of the discipline (A 4.14) (B5.2, ii, iii: 5.5, i-iv); 

 
 Recognise pathways of CPD (Continuing Professional Development), to 

develop existing skills, and acquire new competences within broadcast 
organisations (A 4.17) (B 7.5, i-xiii);  

 
 Develop qualities and transferable cognitive skills necessary for employment 

and progression to other qualifications requiring the exercise of personal 
responsibility and decision-making (A 4.18) (B 5.6, i-xi); 

 
 Identify and develop opportunities for lifelong learning (A 4.17) (B 5.4, v, vi, 

vii: 5.6, vi, vii, viii, x, xi). 
 
Notes: (A) indicates those outcomes having specific reference to the QAA Foundation Degree 
Characteristics Statement 2015. (B) Indicates those outcomes having specific reference to the QAA 
Subject Benchmark Statement for Communication, Media, Film and Cultural Studies 2016. 
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8 Teaching and Learning Methods 
 
A variety of teaching and learning methods will be incorporated into the course in 
order to ensure you cover all learning outcomes.  These will include lectures, 
seminars, tutorials, workshops, directed research, case study analysis and visiting 
speakers. 
 
A range of teaching styles will be used in order to take into account the differing 
learning styles of students.  Learning activities will be planned to help you to achieve 
the aims of the course and individual modules.  You will be encouraged to further 
develop independent learning skills through directed learning from module tutors and 
via self-directed study. 
 
During the course, you will be expected to become more responsible for your own 
learning.  In this respect there is a notable change in Teaching and Learning 
strategies between years one and two that is designed to encourage an independent 
approach to your studies.  Individual autonomy is a feature of HE courses that has 
been identified both by the industry and The Quality Assurance Agency (QAA). 
 
Teaching methods employed by the team to deliver the course will include: 
 
 Lectures – formal taught sessions that will cover specific subjects as part of a 

module, during which you will be expected to make notes and then develop 
learning based on the relevant contents of the lecture.  The principal focus of 
the lecture is to develop analytical skills, knowledge and understanding of a 
range of material 

 
 Seminars – informal sessions that are offered in a similar style to lectures, but 

for which you must prepare material or questions upon which a dialogue can 
be formed during the session to enhance learning.  The principal focus of the 
seminar is to develop analytical skills, knowledge and understanding of 
material.  This will be achieved through scenarios where you will be required 
to undertake substantial work prior to each session 
 

 Live Briefs – a number of opportunities may be presented to you by the 
academic team to work on external projects. Generally such commissions are 
unpaid, though they form a valuable part of the learning experience, and 
provide valid evidence for showreels and portfolios of work that you have 
participated in, that exists in the public domain 

 
 Workshops – practical sessions during which you will be able to work on a 

multitude of production orientated tasks, and in which staff will be on hand to 
facilitate learning of practical skills 

 
 Educational visits – there will be a range of production shows and trade fairs 

which you will be encouraged to attend, including visits to nationally 
recognised institutions such as the BBC, and annual events such as the 
Broadcast Production Show in London, and careers fairs. 

 
 Visits from guest speakers – industry advisors and additional guests offering 

key knowledge of specific practices and production skills will be invited in to 
discuss your work and career opportunities within the public or private sectors 

 
 Tutorials – regular meetings with module leaders and supervisors designed to 

address specifically analytical skills, knowledge and understanding. 
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Learning methods employed by the course team to encourage the acquisition and 
retention of knowledge will include: 
 

 Peer review – you will be expected in certain modules to test and pitch your 
intended product to both peers and professionals, gaining valuable ideas and 
insights into your own work.  The shared understanding gained from peer 
evaluation is never to be underestimated in helping you develop new skills 

 
 Taught/directed study – staff on the course will deliver lectures and facilitate 

seminars during which taught elements of the course will provide you with 
explicit knowledge of key practices and procedures to help you develop skills 
and other attributes  

 
 Formal written assessment – all of your work will receive formal written 

feedback, following which you will have an opportunity to have more in-depth 
discussion relating to assessed work to develop knowledge and understanding 
of your own progression during the course 

 
 Self-directed independent study – ultimately you are responsible for your own 

learning, especially at undergraduate level.  You must demonstrate that you 
are a capable and independent learner able to work without continual 
supervision. Independent study will help you gain skills, subject knowledge 
and understanding and will provide demonstrable evidence of your 
commitment to lifelong learning. 
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9 Assessment Methods 
 
Alongside final assessment (summative), you will be formatively assessed within each 
module against the learning outcomes.   
 
The course focuses on the following four principles of good practice that are relevant 
to both education and industry: 
 
Research 
Work submitted for assessment in all instances contains research that is a continual 
formative benchmark, distinguishing well-developed material against that which has 
either been rushed or produced as an afterthought in time to meet deadlines.  
 
Thorough primary research not only complements your understanding of a subject as 
a learner, it is also clear evidence of the dynamic committed approach that will 
impress prospective employers or clients. 
 
Evidence of good research must be found in sketchbooks, pre-production material, 
business plans, texts and in all instances of production. Good research exemplifies 
good practice and subject knowledge. 
 
Written Material 
Textual material submitted on the course will include academic essays, pre-
production material, business plans, research, and evaluation.  Written work must 
always show that due care and attention has been paid to both detail and content, 
whether in use of language, grammar, or appropriate presentation format and citation.  
 
Not only will you be expected at the very least to demonstrate a fluent use of concise 
technical terminology, but arguments, proposals and summative material must be in-
depth and self-critical. 
 
Production 
All production material must be of a high standard and should be submitted in a 
delivery format appropriate to the content.  In other words, broadcast material must be 
submitted in a format which is of sufficient quality to be broadcast.  Online material 
must be presented both online and on digital storage media for assessment.  
 
Independent Learning 
In every respect you will be accountable for the construction and delivery of material 
for assessment.  In the early stages of the course the team will deliver appropriate 
foundations upon which autonomous learning may be initiated and developed. Your 
assignments and modules have been weighted to reflect the levels of autonomy with 
which you are expected to complete assignment work.  Weighting is also incremental 
based upon the volume and content of each module. 
 
Modules spread across year one of the course progress from introductory Foundation 
level work, through to more complex investigative based projects. During year two, 
you will gain higher skills in distinctive areas of journalism as defined by the industry, 
and will work with an increasing degree of independence. 
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10 Course structure and curriculum 
 
The course is studied on a 2 year full-time basis or 3 year part-time basis.  If choosing 
to study the course via the 3 year part-time route, negotiation will take place with 
individual students to map out the most appropriate sequence for delivery. Any part-
time route must include all of the modules offered on the course to attain full 
accreditation.  Part-time applicants must call our University Centre office on 0115 838 
0610 for more details on how to apply. 
 
Students who only successfully complete Level 4 of the course will be eligible for a 
Higher Certificate (120 credit points).  Students successfully completing all required 
Level 4 and Level 5 modules will obtain a Foundation Degree (240 credit points).   
 
The FdA Journalism course has been designed to give you technical competency in 
creating and distributing content for audio, video, photographic, print, and Internet 
based media.  You will also have the opportunity to arrange your own work-based 
learning with a media company during the summer recess.  In designing this 
Foundation Degree the teaching team has consulted industry professionals who have 
assisted in the development of the course by providing course structural advice and 
‘work related’ assignment briefs which reflect a range of creative and management 
issues found in current journalism practice.  By dividing the FdA Journalism into three 
distinct phases (Foundation, Investigative and Independent), the aim is to give you the 
most comprehensive practical and academic learning experience through research, 
enquiry and working projects.  
 
The module program begins, in year one, with a foundation phase which introduces 
you to the fundamentals and basic skills you will need for a career in journalism. You 
will attain skills and knowledge in content creation and delivery using video, audio, 
photography, print and online.  This involves managing your learning with industry-
standard hardware and software.  You will also undertake an enquiry into a range of 
journalism and its underpinning concepts. 
 
In year two, you will start the investigative phase.  You will increase your practical 
knowledge and skills by examining and investigating online journalism, the importance 
of social media, documentary production, current affairs, and investigating the 
employment opportunities in journalism 
 
There is a final independent phase, which is positioned towards the end of year two. 
You will take on a more independent and autonomous style of learning and working 
with tutorials and advice.  This phase will give you a ‘real-time’ experience of how to 
develop and manage your journalism, and is in the form of a Final Major Project 
(FMP).  You will be expected to have learned the underpinning concepts and skills to 
write, research, plan and produce journalism projects for a specific client.  You will 
also take on your own investigation into the area of Journalism you specialise in. This 
will be through analysing existing products and exploring employment opportunities 
within your field. 
 
The Final Major Project is designed to bring together and demonstrate your use of the 
skills and knowledge you have gained throughout this course.  You will have advice 
and tutorial help during this phase to help you make your FMP. 
 
The modules of study allow for intensive professional development that will simulate 
both a working environment and the incremental difficulty/independence required at 
each level. 
 
The delivery team have endeavoured to make this Foundation Degree a practical and 
underpinning learning experience which will give you the skills needed to work in the 
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media of your choice.  On successful completion of the course you will also have the 
opportunity to further enhance your media skills by progressing on to the BA (Hons) 
Digital Media Design, validated by Nottingham Trent University and delivered at the 
college.   
 
 
FdA Journalism 
 
Year One 
 
Module Code Module Title Credit Points 
JM401 Foundation Journalism Studies 20 
JM402 Foundation Video 20 
JM403 Foundation Audio 20 
JM404 Foundation Photojournalism 20 
JM405 Prints and Journals 20 
JM406 Future-Casting 20 
 
Year Two 
 
Module Code Module Title Credit Points 
JM501 Online Journalism 20 
JM502 Current Affairs Documentary 20 
JM503 Media Investigation 20 

JM504 
Final Major Project: Proposal, Research 
and Product Realisation 

60 
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11 Admission to the course 
 
For admission to the course you will need to comply with one of the following 
requirements:- 
 

 Have achieved at least 48 UCAS tariff points (including A2 study) 

 Have successfully completed a BTEC National Diploma or Extended 
Diploma in an Art, Design or Media-related subject 

 Have achieved an International Baccalaureate 

 Have successfully completed an Access to HE course in a related area 
with a suitable academic reference. 

Other combinations of Level 3 qualifications and qualifications not currently listed on 
the UCAS tariff may also be considered.  
 
Mature students with relevant experience and/or qualifications within a relevant 
subject area are welcome to apply.  
 
Applicants will be required to submit a portfolio of work and may be required to attend 
an interview at which they should produce evidence of their capability to sustain the 
course successfully. Candidates not able to do this may be required to sit 
assessments of their ability to complete the course satisfactorily.  

International students will require equivalent Level 3 qualification and may require an 
IELTS score of at least 5.5, with no element less than 5.0, in addition to the standard 
entry criteria.  Equivalent scores from other English language tests will be considered. 
 
Accreditation of Prior (Experiential) Learning will be available for applicants who have 
substantial experience in the journalism or related industries and are able to provide 
evidence of their previous attainment of specific learning outcomes. 
 
Non-UK qualifications will be assessed in comparison to their UK equivalents. 
 
 

12 Support for learning 
 
The Course Leader, assisted by colleagues, oversees the enrolment process and you 
will be allocated a personal tutor who will monitor your progress on an individual 
basis.  Course staff will assist you in finding a suitable industrial placement, which is 
an optional part of the course. 
 
There are a wide number of additional facilities available from the student support 
team at ncn, including advice on finances, counselling, careers and learning 
guidance.  ncn operates an on-line Personal Development Planning system where 
you can define and explore your goals and map out ways to turn them into reality.  It 
will enable you to articulate the skills you are developing now in order to open up 
opportunities for the future. 
 
The Academic Coaching and Employability Skills (ACES) team provide input via 
lectures and through individual support, and are available to provide guidance in 
research and academic writing skills. 
 
Additional support for speakers of languages other than English is provided in two 
ways; general academic English classes are provided in addition to the normal 
classes, and also in addition to ordinary tutorials, technical tutorials are provided. 
These technical tutorials give international students the opportunity to have the 
technical language further explained.  
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The Learning Centres (Libraries) continually update stock to ensure that they are fit 
for purpose and subscribe to many online journals to assist you with research.  All 
Learning Centres are equipped with up-to-date computers and printing facilities. The 
ncn student intranet ensures effective communication between staff and students via 
an online messaging service. 
 

13 Graduate destinations/employability 
 
There is a wide range of career opportunities within the industry, along with the 
opportunity to continue your studies to a higher level.  The college offers the 
opportunity to progress, on successful completion of the FdA Journalism with 
commendation, to the QCF Level 6 BA (Hons) Digital Media Design, which is a one-
year full-time course that provides you with the opportunity to specialise in a particular 
discipline and work with industry professionals.  There are also other ‘top-up’ degrees 
available at ncn and throughout the country which your course tutor will help you 
locate.  The course team is also currently discussing other progression routes at 
Nottingham Trent University. 
 
The Faculty has links with local, national and international companies who look for 
graduates to join their organisations.  The majority of the briefs set on the course have 
been written in consultation with the industry, and this strengthens your chances of 
direct employment upon graduation.  The skills that you will gain are directed by the 
needs of the journalism sector, and are as current as you will find.  A continual 
discourse with the industry ensures that the course is both up-to-date and relevant. 
 
The final end of year show is an ideal chance to showcase your work to ‘talent scouts’ 
from the industry. 
 

14 Course standards and quality 
 
You will be given detailed written feedback on all assessed work.  You will also be 
given verbal feedback on skills tasks carried out. 
 
At the end of every module you will be asked to complete an evaluation form about 
that module. 
 
A sample of assessed work is internally verified by another tutor. 
 
An External Examiner approved by NTU visits the College to check on the standards 
and quality of provision, with an annual report submitted to NTU as awarding 
institution.  NTU also appoints a University Verifier to monitor and report on the 
standards and quality of the course.  These measures are designed to ensure that the 
course’s academic standards and quality are maintained and compare favourably with 
other higher education institutions. 
 
The Foundation Degree benchmarks in the Characteristics Statement 2015 set by the 
QAA have been incorporated into the course’s learning outcomes.  Reference has 
also been made to the relevant QAA subject benchmark statements. 
 
The views of employers and professional bodies will be sought to maintain course 
currency, standards and quality. 
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15 Assessment regulations 

 
This course is subject to ncn’s HE Assessment Policy (located in the Handbook for 
Higher Education Students), a copy of which will be made available to you at 
induction. 
 

16 Additional Information 
 

 Collaborative partner(s): Nottingham Trent University 
 

 Course referenced to national 
QAA Benchmark Statements: 
 

Foundation Degree Characteristics Statement 2015; 
Subject benchmark statement for Communication, 
Media, Film and Cultural Studies 2016 
 

 Course recognised by:  
 

 Date implemented: September 2017 
 

 Any additional information: 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  


